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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 5 9M ay 15 , 2 0 0 3

CLERK: Mr . Pre sident, S enator Bromm would move to amend with
A M1783 . (Legislative Journal page 1679.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Bromm, you' re recognized to open on
AM1783 t o L B 7 5 9 .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you very much, Mr. President. I . . . severa l
days ago when we were working on b u dget mat ters and whe n we
began some d is cussion about t he con tinuation of the tobacco
usage cessation program, and at that time t he m oney tha t was
in t e n de d a nd d e s i gn a t e d fo r th a t p u r p o s e by t h e Ap p r o p r i a t i o n s
Committee was a transfer from cash reserve. And I exp res sed
concerns about that and I have greater concerns today about that
method o f fun d ing this program than I had then. I t hink we' re
going to see a time when possibly we have severe strain on our
cash re serve, may be some yet before the fiscal year is over.
And, c e r t a i n l y , du r i ng t h e ne x t b i en n i u m , I ' l l b e s u r p r i s d i f
we don't have severe demands upon our cash reserve. So this is
a program that is...has been widely supported. T he Leg i slature
and this st a te, to its credit, is one of a handful of states
that have actually used tobacco se ttlement m oney on heal th
related pr ograms, including tobacco prevention and other health
rela ted pr o g r a ms. And I t h i nk t hat i s de f i ni t el y t o your
credit. However , it seem s th a t in orde r to continue this
program, even at a somewhat reduced l evel, the money is not
available. And when I suggested we not take this money out of
the cash reserve, it was suggested to me that perhaps I should
at l ea st he l p t hi nk abou t an al t er na t i v e wa y o f f und i n g t he
program. And the only other way, other than upsetting a hu ge
amount of work that's been done by Senator Jensen and others in
the tobacco settlement fund that I knew of, and it made sense
and logic to me, was to add 3 cents to the tobacco, the increase
in c i ga re t t e t ax , goi ng fr om 30 to 33 cen t s i n or de r t o f und
this program the next couple of y ears. It ' s...it would be
earmarked for that purpose and that purpose only. Ar d so that
is the purpose of the amendment. Now since that discussion on
t he C a s h Res e r v e F u nd , i n al l f ai r nes s , S e n a to r R a i k e s o f f e r e d
an amendment to take the program funding out of the ma inline
budget bill, which was adopted, and during the debate on that
b i l l , I know t h a t t he p o s s i b il i t y o f do i ng t h i s was ment i on e d .
A nd I f eel . . . I cer t a i n l y f ee l l i ke t h i s sho u l d b e of f e r e d a s a n
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